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Features & Stories 

This Month On Girl Talk:
Summer Fun 
Teachers are temporarily a thing of the past and parents are usually at work all day. It’s all about you, your friends and having a good time while the sun is shinning and the weather is nice. While June usually brings hope for exciting plans and the best summer yet, by the beginning of July, boredom and restlessness usually set in. 

Boredom, free time and little to no parental supervision, have the potential to contribute to poor decision making. It may seem that all your friends are spending their time partying and you’re probably thinking your only option is to join in. But the teens profiled show otherwise. Check out these girls from across the United States and even Costa Rica who are doing some pretty cool things with their free time. 

Environmentally Challenged

Now 18, Janine Licare started Kids Saving the Rainforest with her best fried Aislin Livingstone back in 1999 when they were only 9 years old. Living in Costa Rica, the destruction of the rainforest and its disappearance became more and more noticeable. everyday to Janine, so she decided to take action. Janine and Aislin opened the Kids Saving the Rainforest store where work of children and local artists is sold. One hundred percent of the proceeds go toward funding education efforts and to aiding the survival of the endangered Titi monkeys. Since 1999, Kids Saving the Rainforest has purchased four acres of rainforest property which now boasts an animal rehabilitation center and five thousand new trees, made possible by a reforestation program! 

Although Janine has done an amazing job working for a cause she really believes in, Kids Saving the Rainforest has also helped her deal with peer pressure and many other typical problems facing teen girls. According to Janine, having a cause that she really believes in has made her more independent and confident with herself and her beliefs. “The fact that I know how important it is to save the rainforest, and how harmful it will be for our planet if it is destroyed, has kept me strong over the years – even though some of my friends didn’t think that planting a tree on a Saturday morning was a cool thing to do,” said Janine. This strong young woman also has a great outlook on peer pressure. “I won’t do something if I am not comfortable about it, if it is peer pressure about something that was not originally one of my own ideas, I don’t have a reason to do it,” she says.

Interested in learning more about Kids Saving the Rainforest or the different projects you can do to become a member? Be sure to check out the website: Kids Saving the Rainforest 
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